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AN ANSWER FOR THOSE IN DOUBT 





ROBERTSON BALLARD 


God of our Fathers, known of old, 
Lord of our far-flung battle-line, 
Beneath whose awful Hand we hold 
Dominion over palm and pine— 
Lord God of hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget ! 


The tumult and the shouting dies, 
The captains and the kings depart ; 
Still stands Thine ancient Sacrifice, 
An humble and a contrite heart ! 
Lord God of hosts, be with us yet, 
Lest we forget, lest we forget ! 
RupyarpD Kipiine, 


Sondon 
€HARLES- H, KELLY 
25-35 City ROAD, AND 26 PATERNOSTER Row, E.C. 
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PREFATORY NOTE 


It is obviously impossible to do justice to the 
countless side-issues that arise almost inevitably 
from the theme of these pages within such very 
narrow limits as they afford. The object of the 
writer has been to attempt to indicate as simply 
as possible certain lines of thought which may 
help to strengthen faith. While ‘the mystery of 
the unanswerable’ will ever be with us so long as 
we ‘see through a glass darkly,’ yet much of the 
doubt and fear of men to-day is due to confusion 
of thought, as also, alas! to lack of all thought. 
The purpose of these pages is to stimulate 
earnest, reverent thought, and, maybe, to guide 
the thought of those perplexed by their inability” 
to understand how or what to think in these dark 
and troubled days. The writer pleads for the 
indulgence of the ‘advanced student.’ His 
message is primarily for the average ‘man in the 
street.’ 
Re B: 
S11sDEN, KEIGHLEY, 
July, 1917 


AR 





aw iiy GOD DOES NOT STOP 
THE WAR 


WHETHER openly in the perplexed utterances of 
daily life, or secretly in the depths of troubled 
minds and hearts, men and women are everywhere 
now asking, ‘Why? ... Whereis God? .. . What 
is He doing? ... Why does He allow all this 
awfulness? . . . Why does He not end this hideous- 
ness which the blindest can see, let alone the 
greater unmeasured agony which we cannot see?’ 
Within the last few weeks a young man wrote to a 
certain newspaper : 


It seems to me there is either no God, or He is unaware 
of all the present appalling horror. It would ke impos- 
sible for a gracious, loving Father, such as the Churches 
preach about, to allow all this unutterable misery. 


Such a voice echoes for many thousands of others. 
Is there any answer to be made? Are there any 
glimmers of truth to lighten this seemingly im- 
penetrable darkness ? 

We should do well to remind ourselves at the 
outset that, even as war is, alas! so old and time- 
worn, so are also all such pathetic questionings. 
Never an earthquake on the large scale, or an 
empty chair of the loved one on a_ smaller 
scale, but the mind and heart grope for the 
‘reason why such suffering should be. Let us 
at once be assured that to ask such questions 
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a ue earnestly and humbly is oortaialy no sign ane 
irreverence, still less of unbelief. The Creator & 
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made man a thinking as well as a feeling 
personality. God endowed him as the highest — 
organism in His universe, with an intellect capable 
of thinking His thoughts after Him. And while 
_ there always must be ‘mystery’ to a fmite mind, 
_ shut in by the barriers ‘of time and space, yet He 
who was nearest of all to God has told us unques- 
tionably, ‘If any man be willing to know God’s 


_ will, he shall know of the teaching.’ 


But there is no cut-and-dried solution to any of 
- God’s mysteries. And inasmuch as the only 
satisfying answer is one which appeals to. each 
man in his own mind and heart, so must there 
be that personal earnestness, sincerity, and open- 
_ mindedness to guide aright his quest of learning 
_ the secrets of God’s will and purposes. To suggest 
_ that the ‘mystery of pain’ is quite beyond man’s 
_ power ever to understand at all is but to bow 
before the ‘altar of an unknown God.’ Equally 
unsatisfying and foolish would it be to imagine we 
may here and now learn a/J that we long to know. 
God will always have ‘yet many things to say’ 
unto each one of us, until He calls us to the fuller, 
clearer vision of the hereafter. 

Our understanding of the perplexities that baffle 
and haunt ts will surely lie along the path that 
runs between these two extremes. It may at least 
suffice to dispel the agonizing clouds of doubt and 
despair, as well as to scatter the flippant thoughts. 


of those who imagine they may have ‘ laid all rete 
spectres low.’ 





_ Assuming, then that God is, and that man is ~ 
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; eg Rider His cee let us at least deena to Pes 
discover what light we may on the things which 
hide His face. Here is the expression of Richard 
Jefferies, the wonderful word-painter of Nature’s 
- beauty, who says so pathetically : > tai 


Human suffering is so great, so endless so awful, that 
I can hardly bring myself to write upon it. _ 


If his thought were applied at this hour to the 
sum-total of suffering throughout Europe, it is ~ 
surely enough to cause the bravest mind to reel 
with despair. If the European War ended at, this 
hour, at least eight millions of dead and forty | 
millions of wounded—fathers, brothers, sons, 
husbands, lovers—have suffered. Awful though this 
may be in itself, the thoughtful man knows only too” 


well that this is not all. There isthe vaster, more : 


pathetic suffering of those at home. Who can for © 
a moment contemplate unmoved the appalling 
heart-break of the loved ones in their helplessness _ 

_,.. loneliness ... and agonizing separation at 
home? Indeed, it is not the victims on the field of 
battle who suffer most. 

But in face of the darkest night of human woe 
the Christian must still say that God is, and God - 
knows and cares. Then, if there be any truth in 
such faith, why does He not intervene? Why does 
He allow His creatures—nay, His children—to bear 
such unmeasured and immeasurable suffering? 
Yes, why does He not stop the War? 

To find any answer that will help us we must 
think clearly and calmly. Let us at once dis- 
criminate between MAN-CAUSED SUFFERINGS and 
Gop-sEnT Pain. Assuredly there is a vast dif- 
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ference. We can and must distinguish between 
suffering which involves the action of the human 
will and that which does not. The former is, in 
general, what we may call ‘evil,’ the latter ‘ pain.’ 
Moral evil involves the action of wills distinct 
from the divine will—free and real enough to act 
contrary to the divine. Such definite personal 
action, contrary to known right, is that which 
differentiates moral evil causing suffering from that 
which we call pain. In theexperience of every man 
there must be a distinct dividing line between moral 
evil.which causes suffering to himself or others, 
and suffering which, so far as he can see, is not 
caused by moralevil. To illustrate this is only too 
easy. All the world knows that the deliberate 
sinking of the unprotected mammoth liner the 
Lusitania was a morally wicked act, which 
brought with it untold suffering, inflicted upon 
the innocent. On the other hand, when the 
Jamaica earthquake swept away thousands of 
helpless. victims, the average man would say that 
it was innocent suffering not caused by moral evil. 
It is of supreme importance to recognize that, 
while suffering will always be suffering, yet there 
is a vast difference between the moral evil which 
causes the pain, and suffering in itself. The soot 
of the chimney is certainly carbon, but so also is its 
allotropic form in the diamond on my lady’s finger ! 

If M. Maeterlinck (who has given his lovely ‘ Blue 
Bird of Happiness’ to sing to us in the modern 
world) is listened to, he would say : 


When man-caused suffering is subtracted from the 
mystery of pain, the rest will lie in the hollow of a 
philosopher’s hand. 
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Think on this point for a moment! Is it not 
plainly true when you apply it to your own town, 
or village, or street? When, therefore, men ask 
about this terrible War, ‘ What of the hideous 
mystery of pain and suffering there?’ let us at 
least be honest enough to, face the naked truth. 
Neither this War nor any war is to be classed with 
the ‘mystery of pain ’ for which God is responsible. 
Let us not blaspheme God in our agony, like Job’s 
wife. For well we know that this War, and in- 
deed all wars, are MAN-CAUSED and SIN-BORN. 
In this case it is only too easy to point out the 
men who caused it, and recognize the sins that 
gave it birth. ~ F 

To those who declare that this War is of God— 
a judgement of God on the nations for their sins— 
what, then, shall we say? The answer of moral 
philosophy, as of common sense, must be an 
emphatic denial. ‘War is hell,’ truly said 
General Sherman. How black and awful a hell 
only they know who were at the Dardanelles, or on 
Vimy Ridge, or at Messines. But think! Coulda 
righteous God send a judgement of hell alike upon 
the innocent and the guilty, the just and the un- 
just? This War is of Man—human in its origin, 
the ripened putrid-fruit, the fearful bloody harvest 
of man’s sowing. Let us not blaspheme God either 
in thought or word. Man must take his own 
responsibility. True, war may ultimately bring 
about some purification and ennoblement to 
nations ; but that is a vastly different thing from 
saying that God ‘ordained’ Europe’s unthinkable 
carnage as an indiscriminate judgement upon un- 
equally guilty nations. 


‘ 
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‘Granted,’ says another man, ‘but why, then, 
does God allow it to go on? Has not an Almighty 
God Almighty Power?’ So we are brought to 
another vital point which so often perplexes the 
superficial or illogical thinker. 

God is indeed ‘ Almighty,’ but omnipotence does 
not mean power to do anything. It simply means 
power todo that which it is possible to do. To” 
Infinite Personality we must truly admit such pos- 
sibilities as are infinitely beyond our finite sight 
and knowledge. Yet even Omnipotence cannot 
be called upon to make a round square! Such a 
thing is an impossibility—unthinkable. 

The writer was recently asked by a puzzled little 
girl, ‘If God could do everything, could He really 
make a piece of paper with only one side to it ?’ 
The answer is obvious to us, and in our own inéel- 
lectual childishness let us remember Gop CANNOT > 
ContTRapDict HimsEeLF. He simply cannot do the 
irrational, the illogical. All such suggestions in- 
volve what the philosopher calls a ‘ contradiction 
in terms.’ Omnipotence is only power to do any- 
thing that can be done. 

Carry, then, this thought of God’s truly defined 
omnipotence yet farther. God its Almighty, but 
this 1s only one of the attributes of His nature. He 
is also Infinite Wisdom, Honour, Justice, Truth, 
Love, Righteousness; and His Omnipotence can 
never be at cross-purposes with His Infinite Truth 
or Justice or Love. That is unthinkable, ie it 
would mean self-contradiction. 

Let us now turn to God’s creation in Man. God 
has made man a FREE BEING, Whatever ‘deter- 
minism’ may say, he has consciously the power of 
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choice. He may ‘stay the ale Omnipotent’ in 
_his daily choices between doing good and evil, of 

_ learning to love or to hate. Whoever the ree ; 

may be, CONSCIENCE is the one clear witness tohim _ 
of this. Remorse is the bitterest, sternest teacher 


as to the freedom of his past actions and his future 
responsibilities. Bitterly indeed it comes home to 
him when remorse drives him, open-eyed, into ‘the 


_ fair garden of ‘the might have been.’ 


We see at once that, in so endowing man with _ 
conscious freedom of action, Gop Lim1TEpD His Own ~ 
Activity IN His DEALINGS wiTH Man.. It is a 
daring thought indeed! But ‘ the foolishness of 
God is wiser than man,’ and the divine purpose in. 
such sublime self-limitation was that His creature 


‘should, by reason of his very freedom, achieve what 


could come to pass in no other way—his manhood. 
For, think again! What is manhood? The glory 
of all true manhood is nothing more nor less than 
the virtuous use of freedom. Manhood and freedom 
are as inseparably linked as God and righteousness. 
Man could not be man unless it were so. He 

might be like Mark Twain’s ridiculous ‘machine,’ — 
or Huxley’s ‘clock,’ or Blatchford’s ‘marionette’ 
—any of these things, but assuredly not a man! 
Certainly an irresponsible mechanism made up of 
flesh and blood and bones would not be ‘free’ to — 
choose its activities ; but the lowest, vilest man, by 
reason of his very depths of sin and shame, knows 
that his life-work has not been that of an auto- 
maton, but (if he is honest) of a foolish guilty man . 
who has chosen wrongly. No; a steam-engine or a 
doll cannot sin, any more than it can suffer, Aman, — 
just because he is a man, not only suffers, but sins. _ 
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So, then, if God really gave man his moral freedom, — 


God Himself cannot make man do what is right or 
wisest. Indeed, to compel a free agent is at once 
a contradiction in terms ; and even if it were think- 
able, it would involve the destruction of man’s 
inherent manhood. Hence we must combine in 
our thought beth: the reality of the Divine Omni- 
potenceand theactuality of humanfreedom. Inthe 
essential value of both God and man these two 
realities stand or fall together. 

If God is Omnipotent, then, and yet man ts con- 
sciously free, how does God deal with man? What 
is the direct relationship between them? How does 
Infinite, Omnipotent Personality act upon indi- 
vidual free human personality ? 

Without swerving aside to issues far away from 


our one object, let us recognize at the outset that 


God’s dealings with man have always been condi- 
tioned by man’s inherent potentiality of freedom. 
God works in men and through men; God cease- 
lessly works by using men; God untiringly works 
on behalf of men—but never over men, by crushing 
their potential liberty of action. This is equally 
true in the moral and spiritual realm, as it is in the 
practical everyday experience of the individual 
man. 

But let us stop and listen to this man in the 
crowd who interrupts us. ‘If God made man and 
also gave him his freedom,’ he says, ‘ surely God is 
responsible for all he does? Is not God responsible 
for all the wrongs of which man is capable and 
guilty? If man does cause suffering to himself 
and to others, surely God is responsible? ’ 

The answer is that potentially God is responsible, 
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but, actually, man is personally accountable for all 
he does of good or ill. Is the earthly father who 
brought a son into the world and gave him a boyish 
personality of his own responsible for every action 
of that lag? So far as his fatherhood allows, 
‘Yes!’ So far as his son’s own freedom deter- 
mines, ‘No!’ 

Faith and reason combine to show us that it was 
for man’s highest good to possess actual conscious 
freedom of will. But that carried with it neces- 
sarily the potentiality of doing wrong as well as 
right—of causing untold mischief and suffering as 
well as unlimited joy. So we may see a Crippen 
living near to the house of a Gladstone, or a Crown 
Prince and.a Donald Hankey fighting in the same 
war! The root of the difficulty so often felt is in 
our failure to remember that the bestowal of a gift 
is not the same thing as the vesponsibility for its use 
or misuse. I give a street-beggar half-a-crown to 
buy food with. But if he goes and gets wretchedly 
drunk instead--—! When a man gave me a new 
Sheffield razor he did not hold himself responsible 
for the use to which I should put it! If I use it 
legitimately, well and good ; but if with it I cut my 
brother’s throat, is the vendor or the sender to 
blame? So, vastly different are the potentiality of 
wrong-doing and the actuality of evil. 

How far have we now travelled towards our 
answer? God is Almighty, but is self-limited by 
man’s personal freedom here and now. Man 1s 
free within the limits of his own nature and the 
influences of heredity and environment. God is 
responsible for the potentiality of human sin and its 
consequent suffering. Man is responsible for the 
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actuality of that sin and suffering. This War, oe 
~_ therefore, is not of God, but the result of man’s 


own abuse of his freedom. 


(One word more before we go » farther. If it is 


suggested that it would have been bettgr—in view 
of sin and suffering—not to have endowed man 
with such potentiality, the sufficient and_ final 
answer is that without that, good would have been 
as impossible as evil. Whereas already, in spite of 
all sin and sorrow, the actuality and mystery of 
- good are infinitely greater even in this cursed War 
than all the mystery of evil and of pain. And as 
Christ’s kingdom comes, this will increase until, 


- ‘far off at last,’ the ultimate triumph of good over 


evil will justify the divine action and wisdom.) 


 -  *§ Then is God helpless? If man is responsible 


man must end it,’ says another interrupter. The 


answer of faith and reason is surely that God is 


_ helpless to stop the War until Europe is ready to 


- recognize His will and purposes for Europe, and to 


co-operate with Him in their fulfilment. Forget- 
ting for a moment that nearly thirty nations or 


_ separate ‘ Powers’ are fighting one another, think 


of them as children of one Father, even God. Is 
the Father unable to help them? Yes, whilst they 
are unwilling to be helped, and ‘a great way off in 
the far country’ of conscious evil. Even the 
waiting, yearning compassion of the broken-hearted 
father of Jesus’ parable was powerless—until the 
son ‘came to himself.’ Did the son not suffer 
then? Was not the famine painfully real? Yes, 
but the sorrow and the suffering were not enough 
without his definite repentance. In very deed, if 
sorrow was sufficient in itself, the bottomless ocean 
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- of Europe’s tears would have availed; and the — 

_ unmeasured agony of Europe’s mothers and little 

_ children would have sufficed long ago. We forget 
that pain and suffering alone are not enough, 


however widespread or intense they may be. After 
all, there are things far worse than pain and death 


—or even war. In God’s sight an immoral peace. 
_ is*far more wicked and cruel than war. Moral 


cowardice, dishonour, gross selfishness, constitute a © 
worse hell than any‘hell of. war. There is a 
possible hell of peace as well as of war—even more 
awful and overwhelming in its cruelty and horror. 
Apparently, however, neither Great Britain nor 
the rest of Europe has learnt as yet that WE 
SUFFER BECAUSE OF WRrRONG-DoING—deliberate 
selfishness, self-will. It is enmity in men’s hearts 
that brings war with all its unspeakable horrors. 


God never ordains it. The Ruler of the universe is — ¥ 
a God of Love. But while ‘all’s love, yet all’s | 


law,’ as Browning so persistently reminds us. All 


history tells us that, when men and nations keep 


God’s laws, they are progressive, happy, peaceful ; 
whilst in so far as they ignore and disobey, they 
suffer. 

So that in the end we are driven to the con- 
clusion that the question, Why does not God over- 
rule or intervene so as to make the horrors of war 


impossible, or prevent all wrong-doing, with its 
consequent pathway of suffering? becomes in- 


evitably an individual query, and in the closest 
sense a personal problem. We talk of a suffering 


- nation or a sinful people. But, from the strictly 
-true standpoint, there are no such things. A 
_ sinning crowd is unthinkable. To each separate 
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person there is an individual consciousness, not 
only real, but distinct from that of all other fellow 
human beings. And in the personal relationship of 
the individual to his Maker lies the root and cause 
of all sinfulness, or of all goodness—of suffering, or 
of peace and happiness (cf. Ezek. xviii. for the 
clear biblical teaching of this). THE INDIVIDUAL, 
by virtue of his freedom, is always etthey HELPING ©r 
HINDERING God and his purposes, Human nature 
certainly is powerless without the divine activity 
working in and through it; but equally true is it, 
that the human either retards or helps forward the 
action of the divine purpose in human life. It is 
still, as in ancient days, ‘the sword of the Lord 
and of Gideon’ that achieves God’s victories. To 
expect God’s intervention, or even to invoke His 
aid, is as foolish as it is useless, unless we also strive 
to act according to what we know to be His law 
and His will in our lives.. But how can we know 
that will? The unmistakable Christian answer is 
from all that Jesus revealed, first in regard to the 
individual soul, and, secondly, as to the nation, 
through the individual. In one great word, it is 
that we should supremely love God, and simply 
express that love in our love one toward another. 
How far short of anything approaching the 
righteousness and love which would have pre- ° 
vented all the hideous awfulness since 1914, the 
nations of Europe have all fallen, is apparent to 
even the most superficial thinker. If we are 
honest, we know that.all ‘Christian Europe’ stands > 
more or less self-condemned in its guilt before God. 
In ro14 France was as ‘gay and godless,’ as 
pleasure-loving and forgetful of God in its surface 
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atheism, perhaps, as at any time in her history. 
Russia was soaked in its vodka curse ; the common 
people little better than illiterate and crushed 
Slaves; whilst Russia’s treatment of the Poles 
across her borders, who would dare to condone? 
Nor can any glorified argument of the historian 
ever wipe out the guilt of Belgium in those appal- 
ling Congo atrocities which have been so quickly 
forgotten to-day. As for Turkey, every page of its 
terrible history is befouled with the stains of 
diabolical cruelty and bloodshed. While for 
Austria and Germany, one can best measure their 
national guilt in the words of Scripture which say, 
‘ By their fruits ye shall know them.’ . All the 
infernal selfishness, the indescribable savagery and 
devilish wickedness of these so-called ‘ children of 
the Reformation’ are but the frightful harvest from 
seeds rooted in the nation itself and in its past 
history, particularly of the last half-century. 

- Yet let us not complacently cloak our own 
guilt in any easy condemnation of others. Robert 
‘Blatchford strove perhaps more than any other to 
warn us years ago of the coming horror. But it 
was he also who wrote (in 1902) of the British 


people : 


You are Christian in name, but I discern little of 
Christ in your ideals, your institutions, or your daily 
lives. You are a mercenary, self-indulgent, frivolous, 
boastful, blood-guilty mob of heathen. 


Allowing that this is gross exaggeration, dare any 
man suggest that Great Britain was in any sense a 
truly ‘Christian’ nation before the War broke out? 
Was our profession of Christianity anything more 
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than nominal? - Was not the estimate true that 


‘Great’ Britain contains forty-five millions of ~ 


people, of whom a few are Christians’? Surely if 


Mr. G. K. Chesterton’s words are applicable to any 


it would be to us, when he said recently : 


Christianity has not been tried and found wanting. It 
has been found difficult and not tried. 


In August, 1914, we were rushing headlong 


towards a Babylonian surfeit of luxury, indiffer- 


ence, pleasure-worshipping, and, in many senses, 


sheer godlessness. Could any honest student of — 
our social problems dare to suggest that we were a 


Christian nation in any real sense? Christianity 


holds up the same sacred standards as of old. 


But does “the man in the street,’ the average 
healthy Englishman, trouble to apply those 
standards to his everyday life? Does he even try 
to understand Christianity? How long would a 
Christianized England allow the unmitigated shame 
of her annual drink bill, with all that it means— 


her divorce. figures, and her hidden but hellish 


‘national sins’ of impurity, gambling, and the 
like? The Jesus who wept in pity over Jerusalem 
could not but weep with just as divine a grief over 
London at this very hour. ‘How often would~ 
I...and ye would not!’ Yet let us ask as 


) plainly as reverently,—were they not only tears of 
_ divine anguish, but of divine impotence as well ?. 


‘Ye would not!’ ... ‘ He did not many mighty 
works there because of their unbelief “—even 
because of their refusal to listen or obey. Carlyle 
said long ago, ‘The greatest of sins is to be 
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‘conscious of 1 none.’ How eee ee is the 
_ sin of the great cities of ‘ fair England’ to-day le 
___ Verily our crushing modern problems of sin and 
_ suffering would leave us in overwhelming hopeless-' 
hess and despair were it not for the eternal reality 
of the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. The chief 
- duty of the hour, above all else, is to see that we 
are at least striving to interpret and apply that 


gospel, alike in our national and our personallife. We _ 


plead for the divine blessing on our cause in this 
_ fearful War because we deem Germany’s actions 
wrong and immoral—as they unquestionably are. 
But do. we take steps to see whether our own 
morality is such as to deserve ‘victory’? Would 
our triumph be a lasting victory to God’s kingdom 
on earth? Would His gospel become more and 
more what it ought to be, as the ideal of the 
telationships between the nations, if we win? 
We do but mock God with our vain babblings if we 
expect His help, unless we are truly fighting for 
Him in the vaster, deeper, never-ceasing conflict on 
behalf of righteousness and truth and love. Alike 
for the nation as for the individual, it is for us to 
ask, ‘Ave we on the side of right?’ Instead of 
asking ‘Is God on our side?’ it is far more neces- 
sary to ask, ‘ Ave we on God’s side?’ Andinstead of 
seeking an answer to the question, ‘ Why does not 
God intervene? ’ it would be infinitely wiser and 
better if we face the question,‘ What is Great 
Britain doing to help God to overrule and achieve 
His ultimate purposes? What is the nation or the — 
individual doing to co-operate with God and His 
‘holy will?’ The New Testament, honestly in- 
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_ terpreted by itself, tells us plainly what those % : - 
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purposes are. If the simple religion of Jesus, the 
principles of love to God and man, had only been 
carried out, obviously there would never have been 
a European War. It follows, then, that only by a 
return to Him will Europe and the world prevent 
all war in the future. 

We have had a hundred years of war in our 
history, but never a hundred years of peace, 
since the Prince of Peace first came. ‘Warsalways | 
have been; wars always will be. The only way to 
prevent war is to prepare for war.’ Such is the 
ruthless summary of the militarist—alike in 
Germany as in England. But the answer of 
common sense as well as of the Christian is that it 
is sheer falsity and guilty foolishness. It is tanta- 
mount to saying that the only way to prevent an 
explosion is by cramming your cellar with dyna- 
mite—and fixing the fuse all ready! The present 
War is itself the mightiest condemnation of such 
reasoning the world’s history has ever known. 
Europe during the past decades had more or less 
choked her national cellars with every explosive 
that would prepare the way for a coming catas- 
trophe. Europe’s cellars were stocked with greed, 
ambition, suspicion, jealousy, and the more mate- 
rial munitions and armaments. The actual explo- 
sion came in 1914 because of one nation’s supreme 
preparedness for war. But everything suggests 
that under such circumstances, if it had not come 
then, it must undoubtedly have come later. And 
therein lies the everlasting mockery, in theory and 
in practice, of a so-called ‘armed peace.’ Every 
thoughtful man must surely admit that, were the ~ 
present horror to end to-morrow, with victory on 
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the side of the Allies, if all the nations once more 
set out in the mad race for armaments and cut- 
throat international competition, in a few years war 
must again break out, bloodier and more awful 
than ever. Jt must be so, until man goes back to 
learn and practise God’s LAW AND WILL. War 
always has been, and always will be, the deliberate 
defiance of God’s will. It cannot be part of God’s 
scheme or plan for the upward evolution of His 
children. Such teaching is born in the military 
créches of Berlin, not in the cradle at Bethlehem. 
It is the result of that human denial of God’s 
eternal laws which, if persisted in, would sweep the 
human race over the rapids in the exactly opposite 
direction of abiding peace, and happiness, and 
progress. | 
Then, is Europe going to learn this? Will this 
truly prove to be ‘a war to end war’? That 
depends very largely upon each of us. Ruskin tells 
in one of his books how, as a little chap, he came 
down to breakfast one morning for the first-time. 
He was the only child, and somewhat spoiled. The 
first thing that met his eye at the table was the 
burnished coffee-pot filled with boiling water. He 
feverishly wanted to touchit. ‘My mother,’ says 
he, ‘interfered and said, ‘‘ No, you must not touch 
that ; it will hurt you.”’ Still the little lad longed 
to touch the bright coffee-pot. At last out went 
his finger, and—he learnt his lesson. ‘For ten 
years wild horses would not take me near another 
pot of boiling water,’ says the grown-up Ruskin 
who had suffered and learnt! 
There are men and nations that will only learn 
to let the fire alone by being burnt. God Himself 


“> 


Bie 


cannot tie the nation’s or the individual's teas . 


God’s love can and does warn and plead, God's law 
is always behind His love. 





Herein lies our only Horr.. And herein should ~ 
be found our purpose and endeavour. The present — 


European chaos and awfulness may in very deed 


be the Armageddon that will end the horrors of 


war for ever IF the combatants are ready and 


_ willing to learn the lessons of their disobedience, 


their lawlessness, their sheer madness. Will the 
fire purge and teach us? That is the only hope 
for the future. Will our suffering purify and 
ennoble us? Will our pain lead us to a clearer, 
truer vision for the future? If this unutterably 
costly lesson leads men to see God and understand 
His laws and purposes as never before—well, even 
those who have agonized most will come to say it 
will have been immeasurably worth the cost. . 
Herein lies our CoMrorT too, even as in such in- 


_ explicable periods of darkness it has always seemed 


* 


to be to God’s prophets of old. The true vision of 
the prophet leaves little room for despair and 
hopelessness, despite the agonies of present sorrows 
and wrongs. The prophet looks at the world and 
all its affairs and happenings from the standpoint 
of Gop. He believes that Gop Has A LAW AND A 
PURPOSE OVER ALL, AND THAT Human History 
WILL “SHAPE ITSELF IN RELATION To THAT Law 
AND THAT Purpose, Yes, and far beyond the 
ways and means that his own insignificant eye can 
see! He takes large and long views of history. 
It would be well if the modern believer in the God 
of the prophets did so too. There is scarcely a 
happier cure for pessimism and despair than a good 
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man who sees with the eyes of the prophet is not = 


at the mercy of the daily newspaper. His outlook — 
is far broader, vaster, larger. Heis not unduly — 
elated by to-day’s victories. He is not unreason-_ 
ably cast down by yesterday’s defeats. HE 
Knows THAT GoD Is aT WorK. He remembers 
that God’s will is good and true—that every false 
and evil thing will in the end perish, and that 


everything that is essentially good and true will, in 


the end, prevail. 

Is it not our Purpose as Christian believers to 
have this prophetic vision for ourown? Granted 
this as our hope to spur us on, our comfort to keep 
us from despair, it must surely empower us, even in 


’ our feebleness, to battle for the ever-nearing fulfil- 
ment of God’s yet greater purposes for all His - 
children on earth. It was the secret of the mighty — 


Paul. He writes his letter to the first city in the © 
world of his time—Rome—saying, ‘ All things work ~ 
together for good to them that love God.’ It was 
the one message of Tennyson to his generation, — 
when he speaks of that ‘ one divine far-off event to 


which the whole creation moves.’ Look back, and 


you cannot help seeing how we have travelled far 
along the difficult road towards that end since 
the days of Paul and even of Tennyson. Read 
back to the far-off beginning, and just see how 


wonderfully humanity has progressed upwards and — | 


onwards to what it is to-day. Some may think it 
is all chaos now, and that the highest and best 


' possibilities of civilization are bankrupt at this 


_ hour. Maybe there is much in such a thought. 





Perhaps there is far less than we think. But the 


— 
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prophet remembers GoD who ‘is over all and tn all 
and through all.’ Why is not the average Christian 
inspired by the prophet’s hope, strengthened by the 
prophet’s comfort, empowered by the prophet’s 
purpose? It would aSsuredly tell him that evenas 
man has gradually evolved upwards, and civili- 
zation has climbed even higher and nearer to God’s 
purposes—however blindly and imperfectly—so 
there is the assurance, surely, in that very fact, that 
the progress will be far greater still in the future. 
God shaped His children’s yesterday. God is in 
His children’s to-day and to-morrow. There is a 
Power that rules, in spite of all we see—‘a Power 
not ourselves that makes for righteousness,’ as 
Matthew Arnold said. 

Our supreme purpose is to ally ourselves with 
that Power, sharing its secrets, co-operating in its. 
purposes and results. Yes, in spite of the War that 
now rages! One day that will end; the other, 
vaster War never ends. But there is no conscrip- 
tion in this latter, neither is there ever ‘leave of 
absence’ from that warfare; nor is any battlefield 
untouched by the Christian warrior who is out to 
battle for the Christ and the coming of His kingdom 
on earth. 

So think once more what it all means, this efeynal 
activity of God in and through all human affairs. 
We may well hope and believe that somehow His 
law and His purposes will be fulfilled. The reign 
of the Christ is to be a world-reign, or else His 
teaching and life and death is a tragic farce and 
a pitiable failure. Can we not see, even at this 
hour, beyond the awful European wilderness of 
anguish and suffering and wickedness, and view, 
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~ afar off maybe, the Promised Land—the dawn of a 


nobler, greater day of God? Can we not catcha 
glimpse at least of a Europe peopled with a far 
nobler humanity—nations established on the right- 
eousness that will be built up on the very ruins 
of godless materialism and national wickedness 
that are so overwhelmingly powerful to-day ? 

Women will respect and honour men as never 
before—because of their dead, and because of what 
they have suffered, when they could not give battle 
in quite the same heroic way. 

Men will reverence women because of their noble 
courage and heroism on the battlefield of the home. 
No longer shall we ever talk of a ‘ weaker’ sex; 
and every mother, wife, or lover who has smiled 
through her tears, and gladly given all and borne 
all at the call of Duty, will receive a hundredfold 
in the reverent homage that is more than due to 
her from her ‘man’ in the day that is to be. 

Little children too—ah! what of them? In the 
world’s great to-morrow they must be far dearer, 
far more sacred, than in any yesterday. Every 
one of their precious lives is ransomed by the 
poured-out blood of the great and glorious host 
who went forth ‘not knowing whither they went’ 


-—but assuredly knowing why they went! And 


generations yet unborn will realize why it was also. 
Can we not see, then, along these and many 


~ other lines why, if God does not do exactly as we 


in our anguish suggest He might do, yet HE Lives 
AND WorKS, AND His LAw AND His PuRPOSES ARE 
EVEN NOW FINDING THEIR FULFILMENT. 

One day we must all leave the battlefield. If 
He calls us suddenly, almost before some of us 


. 


28 WHY GOD DOES NOT 


have learnt any of His secrets—as, alas! it seems 
so many yonder of His best have been summoned 
—can we not learn to share the faith of the ancient 
Sufferer who, amid all His grief and questioning, 
yet declared, ‘He knoweth the way that I take’? 

To none of us, when this short battle of life is 
over, can there be a holier comfort or- a more 
unmeasured benediction preceding us in the dark 
valley, or left behind us as a gracious memory, than 
to know that we have put even life’s mysteries of 
sorrow to such good purpose as to have furthered 
God’s eternal purposes on earth. Yes, actually 
helped God in all His holy purposes for humanity, 
and so have left His world at least a little better 
than we found it when we entered His nursery of 
life, with all its lessons and its testing-times. 

Let us, therefore, learn more perfectly to ‘put on 
the whole armour of God’ for our warfare. The 
Apostle, Paul told the Ephesians just what that 
meant. And he reminds us to-day, as he did then, 
that ‘our wrestling is not against flesh and blood 
(alone), but against the principalities, against the 
powers, against the world-rulers of this darkness, 
against the spiritual hosts of wickedness in high 
places.’ How applicable at this hour! But the 
warning of Paul culminated supremely in his 
passionate exhortation: ‘ Finaily, my brethren, 
BE STRONG in the Lord and in the Power of His 
MIGHT.’ 

Be strong! 
We are not here to play, to dream, to drift; 
We have hard work to do, and loads to lift. 
Shun not the struggle—face it! ’tis God’s gift— 

Be strong! 

1 Eph, vi. 10-18, 
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Be strong! : 
Say not, ‘The days are evil, who’s to blame?’ 
And fold the arms and acquiesce, oh! shame! 
Stand up! speak out! and bravely, in God’s name. 
Be strong! 


Be strong! 
It matters not how deep intrenched the wrong, 
How hard the battle goes, the day how long! 
Faint not! Fight on! To-mMorRow comes the Song!’ 
Be strong !* 


1M, D. Babcock, 
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